Abstract
[bookmark: _GoBack]Global demographics are shifting and as a result, rural populations are becoming further open to marginalization in regional politics. This research uses in-depth qualitative interviews to examine how the politics of two specific techno-industrial developments in Canada have played out within a complex political ecology of regional divides. Using an environmental justice framework, we focus on how urban and rural values are manifest in rural citizens’ perspectives of the political processes- an idea that has rarely been investigated in the Canadian context. Through a unique multiple case-study approach, complexities emerge within the general view of marginalization of rural places. Most notable is the notion that regional policy directions are driven largely by urban centres of power disconnected from the realities of rural life. Further, we note residents’ identification of the multi-scalar nature of the problem, which appears to be less one of perceived industrial exploitation, and more a lack of representation in regional political processes. 
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